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In  its  desire  to  interest  the  public  in 
the  possibilities  of  the  newer  portions 
of  Ontario,  the  Board  of  Trade  again 
rendered  a  notable  service  to  the  com- 
munity at  a  general  public  meeting 
yesterday.  Upon  this  occasion  the 
board  was  addressed  by  Mr.  Edward 
Spencer  Jenison,  C.E.,  and  Mr.  D. 
F.  Burk,  well  known  gentlemen  from 
Port  Arthur  in  the  Thunder  Bay 
district.  The  information  which 
these  two  energetic  pioneers  of 
the  new  territory  were  able  to  give 
was  alike  a  surprise  and  a  delight  to 
the  sturdy  business  men  of  the  city, 
and  the  addresses  were  listened  to  with 
keen  interest.  The  revelation  of  ag- 
ricultural, mineral  and  forest  wealth, 
which  lies  unseen  in  the  trackless  wilds 
of  that  country,  shows  that  there,  too, 
lies  the  prospect  of  an  industrial  evo- 
lution in  northern  Ontario.  At  the 
very  doors  of  Port  Arthur  lie  the  Kaka- 
beka  Palls,  from  which  Engineer  Jen- 
nison  hopes  in  a  short  time  to  generate 
at  least  60,000  horse-power,  while  all 
about  lie  deposits  of  iron  and  other 
ores,  with  a  suitable  chemical  flux, 
awaiting  the  coming  of  capital  in  the 
shape  of  railway  and  smelting  furnaces. 
As  it  now  stands  much  of  the  wealth 
is  valueless  for  want  of  communica- 
tion, and  in  this  connection  the  import- 
ance of  the  proposed  Thunder  Bay, 
Nipigon  &  St.  Joe  Railway,  due  north 
from  Port  Arthur,  was  emphasized.  It 
was  shown  that  dairy,  wheat  and  vege- 
table lands  abounded  in  that  region, 
which  could  only  be  reached  by  the  rail- 


road. There  are  also  large  deposits  of 
peat  and  moss  of  a  kind  very  valu- 
able in  manufacturing  certain  articles. 

Some  of  Those  Present. 

President  Kemp  occupied  the  chair, 
and  among  those  in  the  audience  were 
Edmund  Burke,  James  D.  Allan,  Robt. 
Swan,  A.  B.  Lee,  M.  C.  Ellis,  P.  F. 
Cole,  J.  Waldie,  J.  J.  Cassidey,  W.  C 
Matthews,  Jos.  R.  Lee,  C  Goode,  J. 
M.  Reggie,  C  B.  Murray,  J.  M. 
Treble,  S.  James,  D.  Plewes,  S.  Rog- 
ers, R.  Bond,  S.  McNairn,  Hugh  Blain. 
T.  C.  Irving,  W.  Munro,  W.  M.  Stark. 
T.  Dunnett,  C  E.  Nourse,  George 
Musson,  Rev.  Jesse  Gibson,  P.  R.  Mil- 
ler, R.  Dixon,  R.  Noble  (Norval),  W. 
Snider,  J.  F.  Michie,  T.  G.  William- 
son, I.  Hobson,  K.  J.  Dunston,  W. 
Hannah,  Edward  Coolidge  (Port  Ar- 
thur), and  a  large  number  of  visitors. 

President  Kemp's  Speech. 

President  Kemp,  in  opening  the  meet- 
ing, said  he  felt  that  the  Board  of 
Trade  could  be  of  service  at  this  time 
in  being  the  medium  whereby  the  atten- 
tion of  the  people  might  be  directed  to 
the  great  resources  of  the  western  por- 
tion of  New  Ontario.  In  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  Government  would  be 
asked  to  grant  money  and  lands  for  a 
railway  there,  the  public  ought  to  be- 
come more  conversant  with  that  part 
of  the  country.  He  felt  sure  that  a 
great  many  of  the  people  who  left 
old  Ontario  for  Manitoba.  British  Col- 
umbia or  the  Northwest  would,  if  they 


knew  about  the  agricultural  and  min- 
eral resources  of  New  Ontario,  settle 
in  their  own  Province.  Toronto  was 
vitally  affected  in  the  development  and 
settlement  of  that  part  of  the  Province. 
It  was  the  most  natural  distributing 
centre,  and  the  merchants  and  manu- 
facturers of  this  city  should  participate 
in  the  prosperity  of  that  part  of  On- 
tario. (Applause.)  He  then  called  up- 
on Mr.  Burk  to  speak. 

Mr.    Burk's   Address. 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure,  said  Mr. 
Burk,  in  opening,  to  say  a  few  words 
to  you,  having  reference  to  the  natural 
resources  of  the  small  western  corner 
of  Ontario  lying  east,  north  and  west 
of  Port  Arthur  and  Fort  William.  I 
was  born  and  brought  up  on  a  farm  In 
the  County  of  .Durham,  and  have  re- 
sided for  the  last  25  years  at  Port 
Arthur,  now  at  the  head  of  ocean  navi- 
gation on  Lake  Superior.  Being  rais- 
ed on  the  farm  I  have  naturally  taken 
to  agriculture.  I  spent  up  there  for  a 
number  of  years  a  considerable  amount 
of  my  leisure  time  and  money  in 
clearing  land,  farming  and  gardening. 
At  one  time  I  had  170  acres  under  crop, 
being  more  acres  than  was  farmed  by 
all  my  neighbors  combined.  One  year 
I  sold  over  $5,000  worth  of  farm  pro- 
duce. There  is  in  that  section  between 
Nipigon  and  the  western  boundary  of 
the  Province  about  30,000,000  acres  of 
land,  of  which  12,000,000  acres  are  suit- 
able for  stock  and  farming  purposes, 
an  amount  in  one  corner  of  New  On- 
tario equal  to  the  whole  cultivated 
area  of  old  Ontario,  which  supports  two 
and  a  half  million  people.  These  lands 
are  divided  as  follows  : — 

The  Farming  Lands. 

Along  the  line  of  the  Port  Arthur, 
Duluth  &  Western  Railway  768,000 
acres,  along  which  line  settlers  from 
the  United  States  are  now  going  In 
freely,  being  brought  in  by  the  efforts 
of  Mr.  R .  A .  Burrls  of  Port  Arthur,  a 
Canadianized  American  from  Ken- 
tucky, whose  desire  to  se?  the  poor 
man  who  Is  willing  to  work  get  a 
chance  to  make  a  home  for  himself  Is 
being  rewarded  now  by  the  full  set- 
tlement of  three  townships,  which  will 
be  increased  by  fall  to  six. 

Along  the  line  of  the  Ontario  &  Rainy 
River  Railway  2,880,000  acres,  which 
includes  the  famous  Rainy  River  val- 
ley, where  over  5,000  people  are  now 
domiciled. 

Along  the  line  of  the  Canadian  Pa- 
cific Railway  3,840,000  acres,  on  which 
line  at  Dry  den  there  Is  a  farm  settle- 
ment and  the  Ontario  Government 
dairy  farm  station.  At  present  each 
of  these  railway  companies  gives  a  re- 


turn land-seeker's  ticket  once,  from 
Port  Arthur  or  Fort  William,  for  one 
cent  per  mile,  but  their  other  fares  and 
rates  are  too  high  and  must  be  reduced. 

Along  the  line  of  the  Thunder  Bay, 
Nipigon  &  St.  Joe  Railway  2,536,000 
acres.  This  railway  Is  designed  to  run 
due  north  from  Port  Arthur  and  Fort 
William  to  the  boundary  of  the  Pro- 
vince, and  if  the  men  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  of  Toronto,  the  men  of  the 
capital  city  of  the  Province,  do  their 
duty  to  their  Province  they  will  see 
that  that  part  of  the  district  of  Kee- 
watin  lying  south  of  the  Severn  Rail- 
way is  added  to  this  Province.  Then. 
with  the  extension  of  this  railway 
through  New  Ontario  additional  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Severn  River,  Ontario  will 
have  Its  area  Increased  to  343,000 
square  miles,  while  British  Columbia 
has  383,000  and  Quebec  347,000. 

Along  the  line  of  the  St.  Joe  Rail- 
way, counting  twenty  miles  on  each 
side,  there  will  be  opened  up  17.920,000 
acres  of  land,  50  per  cent,  more  acres 
than  you  have  under  cultivation  in  old 
Ontario  to-day. 

Between  these  four  lines  of  railway 
in  Ontario,  3,000,000  acres,  making  over 
12,000,000  acres  in  that  little  corner 
suitable  for  homes  for  250,000  farming 
people.  The  soil  Is  good,  but  the  cli- 
mate is  more  or  less  that  of  Manitoba, 
being  In  the  same  latitude,  and  the 
crops  must  be  planted  early  so  as  to 
give  the  whole  season.  But  we  have 
abundance  of  good  water  and  wood,  and 
plenty  of  summer  and  winter  work  so 
necessary  to  struggling  farmers. 

Possibilities  In  Iron. 

Next  in  importance  comes  our  iron 
ore.  On  the  American  side  of  Lake 
Superior  there  will  be  shipped  this  sea- 
son over  20,000,000  tons  of  Iron  ore.  I 
don't  believe  you  realize  what  this 
trade  amounts  to,  and  It  may  cause 
you  to  put  on  your  thinking  caps  when 
T  explain  that  if  It  was  loaded  on  to 
freight  cars,  each  holding  ten  tons,  and 
being  40  feet  long,  the  train  would 
reach  15,000  miles,  and  that  the  ship- 
ment of  13.333,333  tons  more  of  Cana- 
dian Lake  Superior  ore  in  like  cars 
would  make  this  Lake  Superior  Iron 
ore  train  Just  reach  round  the  world. 
There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the 
iron  ore  all  lies  just  east  and  south  of 
the  boundary  line  between  the  United 
States  and  New  Ontario.  T  tell  you 
that  it  does  not,  that  to  mv  knowledge 
we  have  in  our  corner  of  New  Ontario 
150  miles  of  iron  ore  beds  or  veins.  Tt 
is  not  all  rich,  nor  all  free  from  titan- 
ium, sulphur  and  phosphorus,  but  a 
large  proprtion  is  merchantable  ore. 
Suppose  the  deposits  average  20  feet 
in  width,  and  are  mined  to  a  depth  of 


only  500  feet,  we  would  get 
1.200,000,000  tons.  Canada  mined 
in       1897,       58,000         tons.  What 

we  can  see  in  our  corner 
would,  at  this  rate,  last  20,000  years. 
(Applause.)  Delivered  at  the  Ontario 
furnaces  at  $3  per  ton  it  would  be 
worth  $3,600,000,000,  or  four  times  the 
value  of  the  whole  lock,  stock  and  bar- 
rel of  your  farming  Interests  in  On- 
tario. 

The  Iron  at  Matawin. 

To-day  the  Matawin  Iron  Company  Is 
operating:  a  diamond  drill  on  the  Mata- 
win Range,  30  miles  west  of  Port  Ar- 
thur. The  first  hole  cut  through,  first, 
a  lense  75  feet  thick,  and  the  drill  was 
25  feet  into  the  second  lense  three 
weeks  ago.  Iron  ore  here  shows  for 
over  twenty  miles,  and  in  several 
places  the  deposits  are  over  500  feet 
wide.  On  the  Aticokan  Range  a  500- 
foot  tunnel  is  now  nearly  completed, 
showing  over  GO  feet  of  ore,  and  work- 
ing in  one,  with  about  80  feet  left  to 
cut,  to  finish  the  tunnel.  This  range 
is  taken  up  for  30  miles.  At  Bad  Ver- 
milion Lake  there  is  a  ten-mile  run  of 
tltiniferous  ore,  which  shows  up  400 
feet  broad  and  80  feet  of  face  into  the 
lake.  These  three  deposits  lie  along- 
side the  Ontario  &  Rainy  River  Rail- 
way, and  are  estimated  to  contain 
3,960,000,000  tons,  and  three  miles  of 
one  of  these  deposits  are  now  under 
an  actual  working  option  at  $350,000. 

Wealth   North  of  Thunder  Bay. 

Now,  as  an  Illustration  of  the  natu- 
ral resources  of  that  part,  let  me  draw 
a  line  from  Thunder  Bay  to  the  Albany 
River  on  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
Province,  and  tell  you  what  has  been 
found  along  that  section.  First  comes 
a  stretch  of  rolling  land  suitable  for 
dairy  and  sheep  ranching,  with  big  and 
small  deposits  of  low  grade  iron  ore  ; 
then  mixed  farming  and  wood  lands, 
with  a  deposits  of  plumbago,  colored 
iron  ore  near  Dog  Lake,  to  which  there 
is  tributary  by  water  one  and  a  quarter 
million  acres  of  land.  Then  we  find 
micaclous  granite,  having  in  sight  on 
one  ridge  over  2,000  tons  of  common 
mica.  An  enormous  deposit  of  marble 
or  dalomlte  composed  of  55  per  cent, 
lime  and  45  per  cent,  magnesia  under- 
lies over  one  hundred  thousand  acres, 
and  is  here  and  there  thrown  up  to  the 
surface.  The  principal  colors  are 
white  and  green.  This  material  will 
be  useful  in  our  future  smelting  oper- 
ations, and  is  now  used  largely  in  Ala- 
bama for  flux  for  Iron  smelting.  Under 
the  marble  is  a  layer  of  beautiful  red 
slate,  under  the  slate  red  sandstone. 
Then  comes  a  large  expanse  of  farm- 
ing land,  some  covered  for  miles  with 


grass,  some  wooded,  some  partially 
burned,  grassed  and  wooded-  To  the 
right  is  found  red  hematile  paint  ore, 
where  hundreds  of  years  ago  the  red 
man  got  the  ochres  with  which  he 
painted  his  face.  Near  here 
he  got  the  serpentine  from 
which  his  stone  pipe  was  made.  To  the 
south  the  lead  ores  are  found.  To  the 
east,  on  some  of  the  crags,  mineral 
wool  or  asbestos  and  plumbago  can  be 
found,  on  the  shores  of  the  Black 
Sturgeon  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Pash- 
ko-kogan  River  are  salt  springs,  while 
between  these  two  points  and  wester- 
ly lies  a  forest  composed  mainly  of 
pine,  spruce  and  tamarac.  special  trees 
of  each  can  be  seen,  which  measure 
four  feet  in  diameter.  There  are  27 
varieties  of  forest  trees  along  this  line. 
Veins  have  shown  themselves  along 
this  route  which  carry  gold,  silver,  cop- 
per, garnets,  zinc,  nickel,  cobalt, 
arsenic,  uranium  and  malybdenum, 
as  is  shown  by  the  Govern- 
ment reports,  then  more  farm- 
ing land,  then  a  big  deposit  of 
magnetic  iron  ore,  then  more  timber, 
then  large  areas  of  moss,  peat  and 
lignite  beds,  then  the  Albany  River, 
north  and  west  of  which  point  there  is 
a  drainage  area,  tributary  to  this  point, 
of  12,000,000  acres. 

Prom  Moss  and  Peat. 

Speaking  of  this  moss  and  peat,  many 
acres  of  whieh  lie  here  and  there  along 
the  line,  there  is  now  being  manufac- 
tured in  Canada,  near  Gait,  Stratford 
and  other  places,  many  tons  of  fuel, 
which  is  being  successfully  used  and 
economically  made.  This  fuel,  of  which 
I  have  samples  with  me,  we  hope,  will, 
with  electricity,  be  useful  in  smelting 
our  iron.  I  have  also  samples  of  the 
paper,  cardboard,  matting,  carpets  and 
fibre,  as  well  as  a  handsomely-colored 
illustrated  catalogue  of  a  firm  in  Vien- 
na, who  manufacture  from  it  twines, 
horse  blankets,  stable  covers,  saddle 
clothes,  waddings,  linings,  antiseptic 
bandages,  powder,  carpets  and  mats 
(which  wear  well),  carpet  paper,  build- 
ing and  tar  paper,  cardboard,  wrapping 
paper,  cheaper  and  stronger  than  any 
other  common  paper.  It  is  used  to  re- 
tain heat  in  steam  and  water  pipes  and 
to  hold  the  cold  in  breweries  and  for 
packing  and  preserving.  Fifty  thou- 
sand dollars  is  asked  for  the  patent  for 
this  process  in  Canada.  It  seems  hard 
to  believe  this,  but  here  are  the  facts, 
and  the  testimony  of  many  leading 
newspapers,  and  we  have  billions  of 
tons  of  the  raw  material  in  New  On- 
tario. 

The    Far-famed    Nipigon. 

Going    back    to    Lake     Nipigon,       a 


beautiful  sheet  of  water,  50  x  80  miles, 
with  650  islands,  having:  along  its 
shores  great  beds  of  limestone,  the 
only  ones  in  west  Algoma,  so  absolute- 
ly necessary  to  our  industrial  success. 
Here  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  have 
had  for  40  years  a  farm  garden,  where 
corn  and  tomatoes  ripen,  and  where 
they  say  frost  has  never  hurt  their 
produce.  This  lake  and  its  rivers  are 
known  all  over  the  world  as  a  veritable 
sportsman's  paradise.  It  will  in  time 
become  Canada's  most  favorite  tourist 
resort,  with  its  magnificent  scenery, 
famous  Ashing,  beautiful  Islands,  clear 
water,  grand  canoeing,  boating,  sailing, 
yachting,  camping,  picniclng  and  cot- 
tage and  mansion  capabilities.  There 
are  no  flies  on  this  island,  and  New 
Ontario  ozone  everywhere.  (Applause.) 
Then  we  have  deposits  of  glass  sands, 
kaolin,  marls  and  serpentine  for  cement, 
red  and  white  sandstone,  granite,  trap 
and  marble  for  building  stone,  pyrites 
for  sulphuric  acid  and  sulphur.  All 
these  things  are  along  the  proposed 
route  of  the  Thunder  Bay,  Nipigon  & 
St.  Joe  Railway,  which  Is  yet  unbuilt 
and  unaided  by  any  Government.  The 
first  80  miles  has  been  gone  over  by  the 
company  six  times,  twenty  miles  Is 
laid  out  and  ready  for  construction.  The 
limit  of  wheat  growth  is  500  miles 
north  of  Thunder  Bay,  and  the  tim- 
ber limit  1,000  miles.  Old  Ontario  has 
50  people  to  the  square  mile,  all  Ontario 
has  ten.  New  Ontario  nas  five  square 
miles  to  a  person,  or  16,000  acres  per 
man,  while  the  particular  section  we 
are  talking  about  could  give  each  man 
20,000  acres. 

Colonization  Possibilities. 

The  Dominion  and  the  Manitoba  Gov- 
ernments and  the  C.  P.  R.  spend 
about  half  a  million  dollars  annually 
in  bringing  in  40,000  or  50,000  immi- 
grants, thus,  you  see.  the  immigration 
expense  account  is  over  $10  per  head. 
The  Ontario  Government  has  wisely 
started  an  active  movement  for  the 
settling  of  New  Ontario,  by  appoint- 
ing Mr.  Thomas  Southworth,  Toronto, 
Colonization  Director,  by  grant- 
ing moneys  for  surveys,  explora- 
tion, maps  and  pamphlets  and 
colonization.  This  settlement  and  col- 
onization will  be  a  great  boon  to  the 
merchants  and  manufacturers  of  old 
Ontario.  It  remains  largely  for  Ms 
influential  body  to  take  into  account 
the  fact  that  Ontario  has  been  paying 
half  the  cost  of  settling  up  Mani- 
toba and  to  ask  that  the  Dominion  and 
Provincial  Governments  join  hands  in 
a  fair  measure  to  provide  means  to  ac- 
complish this  work.  Minnesota  doubled 
her  population  in  ten  years.  It  is  pos- 
sible to  do  it  In  Ontario,  but  hundreds 


of  thousands  of  dollars  must  be  spent, 
and,  like  Minnesota,  a  good  class  of 
honest,  Industrious  farming  foreign- 
ers must  be  brought  In,  and  Ontario's 
surplus  farming  population  must  be 
kept  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Pro- 
vince, this  will  double  the  home  con- 
sumption of  Ontario's  manufacturing 
industries. 

The  Dominion  contains  3,600,000 
square  miles,  say,  half  of  it  is  fit  for 
settlement,  and  say  a  half  million  acres 
are  taken  up  per  annum,  it  will  take 
2,560  years  to  settle  it.  The  people  are 
going  into  Manitoba  and  the  North- 
west faster  than  into  Ontario. 

Time    to   Wake    Up. 

New  Ontario  has  a  hundred  million 
acres  of  vacant  farming  land.  The 
settlers  have  been  going  in  at  the  rate 
of  about  2.000  a  year.  It  will  take 
about  10,000  years  at  this  rate  to  fill 
up  the  Province,  allowing  100  acres  and 
five  to  a  family.  Don't  you  think, 
asked  Mr.  Burk.  it  Is  about  time  the 
Toronto  Board  of  Trade  woke  up  ?  The 
Muskoka  tourist  trade  is  now  worth 
to  Ontario  more  than  half  a  million 
dollars  per  annum  and  is  steadily  in- 
creasing. Switzerland  has  about  the 
same  population  as  Ontario  and  a  tour- 
ist trade  of  forty  million  dollars.  When 
our  Canadian  fast  line  service  Is  In- 
augurated, if  Canada  Is  sufficiently  ad- 
vertised, why  should  not  we  draw  an 
enormous  amount  of  this  traffic  to  Can- 
ada from  England  and  the  continent  ? 
Out  of  a  month's  holiday  it  would  be 
possible  for  a  tourist  to  spend  twenty 
c!ays  with  us. 

Tf  our  Governments,  railways  and 
steamship  companies  would  unite  in 
advertising  and  In  giving  a  thorough 
first-class  stop-over  round  trip  ticket 
it  would  be  possible  to  make  this  trip 
from  $150  to  $250.  By  this  plan  we 
would  turn  the  tide  and  bring  back 
some  of  the  millions  that  America  has 
been  spending  across  the  sea.  The 
new  Ontario  Colonization  Association, 
with  the  exception  of  the  Secretary, 
is  composed  of  honorary  members,  who 
draw  not  a  dollar  of  the  association's 
money.  They  are  mostly  the  people 
who  have  backed  Mr.  Burris  for  the 
past  two  years.  They  believe  that 
local  willing  workers  can  accomplish 
more,  and  that  under  their  supervision 
the  poor  free  grant  settler  will  be  bet 
ter  looked  after  and  protected  while  a 
stranger  in  a  strange  land,  and  we  pur- 
pose doing  all  in  our  power  to  assist  In 
settling  up  Ontario's  vacant  farm 
lands.       (Applause.) 

Mr.  Jenlson's  Address. 

Mr.  Jenlson,  in  commencing  his  ad- 
dress, said  Mr.  Burk  had  not  after  all 


told  his  audience  what  he  was  there 
for.  His  object  was,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  the  interesting  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  in  the  construction  of  the  Thun- 
der Bay,  Nipigon  &  St.  Joe  Railway. 
He  took  for  granted  the  Board  of  Trade 
was  not  a  philanthropic  organization, 
but  one  which  before  embarking  on  any 
plan  asked:  "What  is  there  In  It  for 
us?"  The  richest  men  on  earth  to- 
day, he  said,  had  made  their  money 
out  of  things  which  were  undiscovered 
a  century  ago.  In  his  boyhood  days  in 
the  backwoods  the  people  used  to  skim 
something  from  the  surface  of  a  river, 
which  they  called  Indian  oil.  It  was 
in  reality  coal  oil,  the  same  article  from 
which  John  D.  Rockefeller  gets  his 
check  for  seven  million  dollars  as 
quarterly  dividend.  Mr.  Burk's  pur- 
pose was  to  tempt  the  Government  to 
build  a  railroad  north  from  Port  Ar- 
thur. He  confessed  that  he  himself 
wanted  that  road  built.  Toronto  was 
bound  to  be  the  commercial  and  me- 
tropolitan centre  of  Ontario,  and  any 
growth  In  the  newer  part  of  the  Pro- 
vince was  bound  to  benefit  Toronto. 

Need  of  a  Railway. 

He  had  spent  four  years  In  a  very 
small  portion  of  that  country,  trying 
to  find  what  there  was  there  to  de- 
velop the  water  power  of  the  Kamlnis- 
tiquia  River,  and  he  admitted  he  could 
not  tell  what  there  was  In  that  coun- 
try. The  Government  did  not  know, 
and  even  the  maps  were  not  correct. 
He  had  had  an  experience  near  the 
Nipigon  River,  where  thousands  of 
tourists  travel,  which  showed  that  even 
the  Indians  do  not  know  the  routes 
when  off  the  beaten  track.  We  were  In 
a  different  condition  from  what  It  was 
when  Columbus  discovered  America.  It 
was  all  right  for  Isabella  to  pawn  her 
jewels  to  furnish  ships,  but  It  is  not 
all  right  for  any  one  person  to  un- 
dertake to  examine  this  country,  f  Ap- 
plause.) Nor  would  It  be  examined  by 
any  one  prospector  going  up  there  and 
following  the  colonization  roads.  It  was 
to  the  interest  of  Toronto  that  the  Gov- 
ernment build  the  St.  Joe  Railway. 
There  was  great  wealth  there,  which 
was  inaccessible  for  want  of  a  railway. 
The  country  was  totally  unfit  for  walk- 
ing, and  no  discovery  would  be  brought 
about  there  in  centuries  unless  the  peo- 
ple could  be  got  up  there. 

The  Power  Scheme. 

Referring  to  his  water-power  scheme, 
Mr.  Jenison  said  he  knew  he  could  de- 
velop 60,000  horsepower.  They  ran  a 
line  over  the  hills  some  twenty  miles 
and  undertook  to  find  below  them  hills 
that  would  retain  the  water,  and  then 
have  the  whole  force  of  it  at  their  bid- 


ding a  mile  or  two  behind  Port  Ar- 
thur and  Fort  William.  He  had  spent 
four  years,  and  more  money  than  he 
cared  to  tell,  in  the  work,  and  it  had 
become  apparent  that  the  water-power 
of  the  river  could  be  developed.  A  de- 
velopment of  60,000  h.p.  at  the  rate 
charged  in  this  city  meant  a  revenue 
of  $4,000,000  a  year.  It  did  not  mean 
that  amount  clear,  but  it  meant  more 
than  the  investment  of  that  amount  in 
a  railway.  Mr.  Jenison  closed  by 
again  pointing  out  the  necessity  of  a 
railway  In  order  to  attract  capital  to 
the  Nlplgon  country. 

A  Vote   of  Thanks. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Allan,  In  moving  a  vote 
of  thanks  to  the  speakers  of  the  day, 
said  he  had  been  struck  with  the  fact 
that  Canadians  knew  little  about  the 
country  referred  to,  and  what  they  did 
not  know  they  condemned.  That  had 
been  the  history  of  all  new  territory  on 
this  continent,  and  accounted  for  the 
bartering  of  valuable  lands  by  Eng- 
land, as  In  the  case  of  Washington  and 
Oregon,  which  were  let  go  because  "the 
salmon  would  not  rise  to  a  fly."  Mr. 
Allan  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion : — 

"That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be 
tendered  to  Messrs.  Edward  Spencer 
Jennison,  C.E.,  and  D.  F.  Burk  for 
the  able  manner  in  which  they  have 
presented  the  subject  under  discussion . 
This  board  is  In  favor  of  an  active  pro- 
paganda with  reference  to  the  occu- 
pation of  Ontario's  vacant  lands  by 
suitable  foreign  and  other  settlers,  and 
as  railways  are  the  forerunners  of  de- 
velopment and  settlement,  heartily  ap- 
proves of  the  opening  up  of  the  sec- 
tion of  New  Ontario  under  considera- 
tion by  the  building  of  such  railways 
as  may  be  deemed  expedient." 

The  Board  Should  Help . 

Mr.  J.  J.  Cassldey,  In  seconding  the 
motion,  said  the  matter  under  discus- 
sion was  very  important,  and  one  that 
appealed  to  the  manufacturers  of  On- 
tario. There  could  not  be  a  mile  of 
railway  built  or  even  a  farm  put  Into 
operation  in  New  Ontario  without  giv- 
ing some  assistance  and  doing  good  to 
the  manufacturers  of  this  Province. 
There  were  rails  to  be  made  and  mach- 
ines to  be  built,  and  everything  would 
benefit  the  manufacturers.  "The  pos- 
sibilities of  that  country,"  he  said,  "are 
beyond  our  comprehension  ;  and  the 
cost  it  would  be  to  the  Government  to 
give  the  assistance  necessary  to  build  a 
railway  from  Thunder  Bay  up  In  the 
direction  of  Albany  River  Is  a  baga- 
telle to  the  advantages  that  are  going 
to  accrue  from  the  development  of  that 


part  of  the  country.  We  may  look 
at  it  in  that  way  from  a  selfish  stand- 
point; and  I  think  that  anything  that 
this  Board  of  Trade  can  do  towards 
influencing  the  Government  to  develop 
that  country  should  be  done."  (Ap- 
plause.) 

The  resolution  was  then  put  and  car- 
ried unanimously. 

Mr.   Burk  on  the  Power  Scheme. 

Mr.  Burk,  in  reply,  jocularly  remark- 
ed that  Mr.  Jenison  had,  because  of 
his  modesty,  refrained  from  telling 
enough  about  his  power  scheme,  and 
then  proceeded  to  sketch  it  briefly  him- 
self. Mr.  Jenison,  he  said,  was  ask- 
ing no  help  trom  anyone  ;  he  merely 
wanted  the  right  to  go  ahead.  He  had 
now  secured  the  right  to  collect  water 
over  an  area  of  about  3,900  square 
miles.  He  started  at  Shebandowan 
Lake,  which  was  dammed,  and  came 
to  Dog  Lake,  which  was  also  dam- 
med, and  the  two  retained  for  storage 
of  water.  Going  south  from  Dog  Lake 
there  was  a  rapids  of  350  feet.  From 
the  Kaministiquia  River  he  proposed 
building  a  canal,  and  a  great  dam  with 
four  or  five  million  yards  in 
It,  making  a  lake  four  miles 
long.  Thus,  at  the  back  of  Port 
Arthur  and  Port  William  he  would 
have  the  water  dammed  back  at  a 
height  of  300  feet  above  the  level  of 
Lake  Superior.  To  let  the  water  down 
he  would  have  iron  pipes,  to  which  he 
would  attach  his  wheels  and  form  his 
power. 


Progress  Being  Made. 

Mr.  Jenison  intended  developing 
10,000  horse-power  for  a  start,  and  it 
was  perhaps  letting  the  cat  out  of  the 
bag  to  say  that  the  eminent  engineer 
had  recently  been  to  New  York  getting 
estimates  for  putting  up  what  would  be 
the  largest  single  motor  in  the  known 
world.  He  would  follow  this  10,000 
horse-power  motor  by  others, 
until  the  whole  60,000  horse- 
power was  developed.  With  the 
aid  of  the  minerals  and  fuel 
and  this  power  they  hoped  to  make  a 
great  manufacturing  place  at  Port  Ar- 
thur and  Port  William.  They  hoped 
to  fill  the  agricultural  lands  with  peo- 
ple who  would  eat  and  use  the  things 
the  manufacturers  made  down  here. 
We  had  two  and  a  half  million  people 
in  the  Province,  and  if  we  were  as  ac- 
tive and  enterprising  as  we  should  be 
we  would  soon  double  the  output  of  the 
manufacturers  of  Ontario.  "Are  we 
Canadians  and  we  of  Ontario  any  slow- 
er than  the  Yankees  ?  You  sit  here 
and  forget  all  about  our  big  country, 
forget  about  the  possibilities  of  this  big 
country,  and  likewise  allow  the  Gov- 
ernment to  forget  about  it- 
We  in  New  Ontario  have  not 
got  influence  enough,  and  have  not 
got  snuff  enough.  The  members  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  should  take  hold  and 
throw  snuff  in  the  noses  of  both  Gov- 
ernments, and  make  them  cough  up 
more  development  for  the  northern 
part  of  this  Province."      (Applause.) 

Mr.  Jenison  merely  expressed  his 
thanks,  and  the  meeting  adjourned. 


